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EEALTIi  DEFARTirSl'TT 


BRGOE  HOUSE, 

DOVER, 

o:  The  Che.irnian  and.  Members  of  the  Dover  Rur’al  District 
Council, 


I have  t.he  honour  to  present  the  annual  report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Rural  District 
for  the  year  1956, 

The  birth  rate,  after  adjustment  for  comparative 
purposes,  was  17,2  per  1,000  of  tbn  population,  compared 
with  16,9  in  1955  and  15,7  for  En.gland  and  hales  as  a 
whole.  The  death  rate  similarly  adjusted  was  8,1  per  1,000 
compared  with  8,9  for  the  previous  year  and  11,7  for 
England  and  Wales, 

The  Infant  mortality  rats  of  31,4  per  1,000  live 
births,  though  substantially  lower  than  in  the  previous 
year,  v/as  still  higher  than  usual  and  above  the  rate  for 
Sigland  and  7?ales  which  was  23,8, 

There  was  one  maternal  death  during  the  year. 

There  vjere  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  and  only  one  fro.m 
lung  cancer. 

Pour  cases  of  poiio.niyelit is  occurred,  tv/o  of  v/hi^-h 
’7ere  paralytic  and  two  non-paralytic.  There  were  no  deaths. 
The  incidence  of  other  infectious  disease  w'as  exceptionally 
low, 

Dorks  to  provide  main  drainage  in  the  Parish  of 
Gaps l-le-Perne  were  completed,  and  the  connection  of 
properties  was  in  process  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Twelve  dwelling-houses  represented  as  unfit  were 
the  subject  of  action  by  the  Council  in  accord-ance  with 
the  proposals  submitted  to  the  Minister  under  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  xOct,  19  54, 

I have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Goinmittee  for  their  support  throughout  the 
year,  and  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  for  his 
co-operation  in  the  prepare, tlon  of  this  report, 

I have  the  honour  bo  be, 

Ladi es  £ nd  Gent  1 emen , 

Your  obed  Gervant , 

GoP,  LYHGH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Hcaltb, 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


The  district  is  bounded  roughly  as  folloo/s  On 
the  North  by  the  Rural  Districts  of  Bridge-Blesn  and  Eastry 
siid  the  Borough  of  Dealj  on  the  East  by  the  sea;  on  the 
South  bjT-  the  Borough  of  Dover ^ the  sea  and  the  Borough 
of  Folkestone^  and  on  the  West  by  the  Rural  Districts  of 
Elhai'i  and  Bridge-Bleano 

The  following  Civil  Parishes  are  situated  within 
the  boundary  s- 

AT-khari;,  Capel-le-Pemep  Coldred;,  Denton^,  Guston.;, 
rioughaca^  East  Langdon;,  West  Langdon^  Lydden,  Ringwould;, 
River;,  ShepherdsY/ell^  St,  Margaret's;,  Temple 
iiVhlt fields  Wootton, 

Area  (including  inland  v\/ater),  25^797  acres  o 

Population  (a)  Estimated  mid-year  Home  population  12;,  940 

(b)  1951  Census  figures  10^504 

(NOTES  All  rates  are  calculated  on  the  Registrar  Cenera.l's 
estimated  mid-year  Home  Population  of  12;940)p 

Number  of  Dwellings;,  3^414  (excluding  military  properties) 

Rateable  Value ^ £140 ^ 750 » 

Sum  represented  by  a Ido  rate^  £559  9s « 0d„ 

Density  of  population  - Persons  per  acrO;  0o5o 


EXT.RitCT3  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR, 

1.  BIRTHS  s 

(a)  Registered  Live  Births s- 


Male 

F einal  e 

Total 

Legitimate 

94 

9 3 

187 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

4 

96 

95 

191 

Comparability  Factor  - 

lol7o 

Crude  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1^ 

000  estimated 

po'oulpt  1 on 

14 

Crude  Legitimate  Live  Births 

per  1,000  es 

ui  mated 

’ A 

population 

Crude  Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  1^000 

es  timated 

0 

population 

Adjusted  nive  Birth  Rate  for 

comparat ive 

pun  poses 

17 

(b)  Stillbirths s 

Male 

Female 

T ot  a,l 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

o 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Stillbirth  Rate  (per  1,000  Live  and  St311birtbs) 


15 . 46 
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2.  DEATHS s 


Ivlale 

59 


Periiale 

60 


Total 

119 


rtegis  tered. 

Comparability  Poxtor  =•  0»88 


Crude  Death  Hate  per  1^000  estimated  population  9,20 

Adjusted  for  comparative  purposes  8,10 

H OTEg - Comparability  factors  are  factors  derived  by  the 
Registrar  General  from  the  final  1951  Census  populations  ir- 
on der  to  make  an  approximate  alloa^ance  for  the  way  in  which 
the  sex  and  age  distributions  of  the  local  population  differs 
from  that  for  England  and  Wales,  After  multiplying  the  crude 
birth  and  death  rates  for  the  area  by  this  comparability 
factor^  the  rates  so  adjusted  are  comparable  with  the  crude 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  ?;ith  the  corresponding  adjusted 
rate  for  other  areas. 


3.  I MEAN T PORTAL IT Y g Deaths  under  1 years 


Eegit imate 
Illegiti.mat  e 


Male  Female  Total 
3 3 6 


3 3 6 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1^000  live  births  31,41 

4 o SPECIALLY  RECORDED  DEATHS s 

Cancer  (all  ages)  14 

Measles  (all  ages) 
llfhooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

5.  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1956s 


Causes  of  Death 


Male  Female  Total 


Tuberculosis;,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis 5 other 

Syphilitic  disease  2 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  1 
Malignant  neoplasm^  stomach  1 1 

Malignant  neoplasm^  lung;,  bronchus  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  - 3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  - 1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  3 4 

neoplasms 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  5 11 

Coronary  disease,  angina  10  7 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  2 1 

Other  heart  diseases  8 7 

Other  circulatory  disease  3 3 

Influenza  - 1 

Pneumonia  3 2 

Bronchitis  3 2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  2 1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  - 1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  - 1 

Congenital  malformations  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-oefined  diseases  5 10 

nil  other  accidents  5 3 

Suicide  ~ 1 


2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1. 


16 

17 

5 
15 

6 
1 
5 
5 
3 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 

15 

8 

1 


59  60  119 


- 4 - 


6 . C OM FAHATIVE  RATES s 


Dover  FAiral  District 
1955  1956 

(per  1,000  Home 
Population ) 


England  and 
Wales 


1956 


EIHTESs 

Live  Births  Crudes  13.00 

Live  Births  Adjusted^  16.90 

Still  Births s 0.31 

DEATHS  s 

Crude;  10.08 

Adjusted;  8.97 


DEA'HS;  (per  1,000  Live'  Births) 


14.76  15.7 

17.27 

0.23  0.37 


9.20  11.7 

8.10 


All  causes  under  1 59.18 

year  of  age  (Deaths  10) 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY;  (per  1,000  Total 


31.41  23.3 

(Deaths  6) 

(Live  and  Still)  Births) 


All  causes 


5.15  0.56 

( 1 Death) 


SECTION  B 


GENERiiL  PROVISIONS  OE  HEilLTH  SERVICES 


Laboratory  Facilities 

Clinical  material  for  examination  may  be  submitted 
to  the  Local  Hospitals’  Laboratory  Service  as  well  as  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Maidstone,  where  all  routine 
examinations  of  samples  of  milk,  water,  etc.,  are  canried 
out . 

Hospitals 


There  are  no  hospitals  situated  within  the  Rural 
District  and  three  hospitals  in  the  Borough  of  Dover,  which 
are  administered  by  the  South  East  Metropolitan  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  provide  appropriate  facilities  for  general 
medical,  surgical,  maternit^^  and  infectious  cases. 

Nut- sing  in  the  Home 

The  Kent  County  Council,  as  the  administrative 
Authority  responsible,  provides  this  service  in  the  Rural 
area. 

Clinics  and  Welfare  Centres 


The  County  Council  as  Local  Health  and  Education 
Authority  provides  vanious  specialist  and  consultant 
services  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  infants, 
toddlers  and  children  of  school  age. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  also  provides  local 
clinic  services  including  facilities  for  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  tuberculosis  and  of  venereal  disease. 


SECTION  C 


SMITAKY  CIRGUMST'iU'TGSS  OF  THE  AREA 
WcP'ter  Supply 

Some  97o5/o  of  the  houses  in  the  Rural  District 
are  supplied  from  the  public  mains.  Of  the  sixteen 
parishes  in  the  district  fourteen  ore  supplied  by  the  Mid 
Tent  hater  Company  and  two  "oj  the  Folkestone  Waterworks 
Company. 

Two  saJjiples  of  •'.water  ■'were  talcen  from  the  ms.ins 
supply^  and  these  proved  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  ■ 

There  is  one  mo.in  sevi/erage  system  in  operation  in 
the  area^  serving  part  cf  Temple  Ewell,  and  another  operating 
soon  at  Capel"le “Feme , otherwise  sev/age  is  disposed  of  by 
means  of  cesspools,  septic  tanks,  pail  closets  and  chemical 
closets  c 

Number  of  houses  on  main  drainage  123 

Number  of  houses  on  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  2,567 
Number  of  pail  and  chemical  closets  724 

iit  the  end  of  the  year  all  the  sewers  ha.d  been 
laid  at  Capel-le-Ferne  and  'the  majority  of  lateral 
connebtions  made.  The  pumping  station  had  been  erected  and 
the  pumping  machinery  was  on  the  site.  One  hundred  and 
sixty  two  properties  had  had  works  carried  out  to  connect 
them  to  the  main  sewer. 

The  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  were  instructed 
to  revise  the  schemes  for  the  main  sewerage  of  Kingsdovm, 

St.  Margaret’s  and  Dliitfield. 


Scavenging 


The  collection  and  removal 
e.mptying  of  cesspools  and  collection 
out  by  direct  labour,  and  has  \7orked 


of  domestic  refuse,  the 
of  pails  has  been  carried 
very  satisfactorily. 


Salvage 


This  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Senior  Public 
health  Inspector,  v^ho  reports  on  the  year’s  work  a.s  follows  ? 


Weights  of  material  sold 


59  tons  3 cwt o 


kmount  received  for  the  mjaterial  st483 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  area 

Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  3,924 


Drainage  i 

Reconstructed  172 

Cesspools i 

Emptied  1,96  0 
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Factories  .tiCty  1957 

(i)  Registered  Factories; 

With  mechanical  power  22 

Without  mechanical  power  18 

Other  premises  In  ?/hich  Section  7 2 

Is  enforced  by  Local  Authority  

42 


( 11 ) Inspections; 


Premls  es 

Inspect- 

ions 

No.  of 
;vrit  ten 
notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical 

49 

— 

power 

Factories  without  mechanical 

35 

- 

- 

power 

Other  premises 

5 

- 

- 

89 

- 

( 111 ) Defects ; 


Found 

Number  of 

Remedied 

Defect 
Ref  € 
to 

II. M.  ] 

:s 

srred 

Cnspect  or 

Number  of 
cases  in 
vdiich 

Pros  ectit  ions 
were 

instituted 

Want  of  Clean- 
liness 

Sanitary  Con- 
veniences 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Unsuitable 
or  defective 

2 

2 

- 

- 

3 

3 

- 

- 

Verminous  Premises 


Nine  complaints  were  received^  and  successful 
action  taken  to  eradicate » 

Destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice 


Gassings  trapping  and  poisoning  are  carried  out  by 
a full-time  Rodent  Operator » Regular  surveys  of  the  area 
have  been  made  during  the  year^ 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  caril  ed  out 
during  the  year;- 


rlumber  of  infestations  found; 


Rats,  PiaJ  or 

8 

Rats,  Minor 

132 

Mice,  Major 

- 

Mice,  P'lnor 

35 

Estimated  Kill; 

Rats 

830 

Mice 

126 

Number  of  bodies  found; 

Rats 

393 

Mice 

53 

h<:.  ‘ 


hi  (ii< 


Camp  in  a;  Sites 


There  are  eight  sites  licensed  in  the  district 
for  the  summer  months  only^  viz  Gapel-le-Perne^  five; 
Houghain^  tvi'o  and  Martin  Mill,  one.  One  site  at  Gapel-le - 
Feme  is  licensed  for  tv^elve  coTavans  for  the  winter  months  ^ 
These  sites  are  kept  under  regular  supervision. 


SECTION  D 

During  the  jear  one  hundred  and  fifty  three 
dv/elllng  houses  were  inspected  for  housing  defects,  two 
hundred  and  five  inspections  being  made  for  the  purpose. 
Twelve  houses  v;ere  dealt  with  in  accordaxice  v/ith  the 
Councils  programmie  of  slum  clearance  under  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

In  connection  with  improvement  grants,  twenty 
eight  schemes  for  improvement  i^ere  formally  approved  and 
accepted  by  tlie  applicantc  Total  costs  amounted  to  £13,219 
and  the  costs  on  which  grants  were  made  amounted  to  £9,657. 
Twenty?-  two  schemes  were  comple  ted  during  the  year. 

Fifty  six  new  houses  were  completed  by  private 
enterprise.  Twenty  seven  were  under  construction  by  private 
enterprise  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

SECTION  E 

INSPECTIONS  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk 


During  the  year  regular  visits  vjere  made  to  all 
registered  premises. 

(a)  Number  of  Registered  Distributors  6 

(b)  Number  of  xieglstered  Dairies  1 

The  following  licences  were  granted  by  the  Dover 
xlural  District  Council  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations  - 


Dealer’s  Pasteurised  8 
Dealer’s  Tuberculin  Tested  8 
Supplementary  Pasteurised  ’ 3 
Supplementary  Tuberculin  Tested  3 


Biological  testing  of  one  sample  from  an 
individual  cow  v^as  negative  for  tuberculosis. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

Regular  inspections  of  all  shops  were  made,  and 
any  necessary  Instructions  given  in  regard  to  ventilation, 
temperature,  lighting  and  ssnltary  acco^jimodat ion. 

Food  and  Drpgs  Act,  1955 

Under  Section  16  (1)  (a)  of  the  above  Act,  thirty 
five  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  and 
under  Section  16  (1)  (b)  four  premises  are  registered.  The 
type  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  (1)  (a)  are  ~ 
Cafes  3;  Shops  25;  Camps  3j  Public  Houses  3;  N.A.A.F.I.  Ij 
and  under  Section  16  (1)  (b)  “ Cafe  Ij  Shops  2,°  ; Butchers 
Shop  1. 

Only  one  registered  premises  manufactures  a 
small  quantity  of  icf  cream,  the  remainder  selling  the 
pre-packed  varieties. 
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i-it  least  two  hundred  and  thirty  visits  '''ere  :'-iad.e 
during  the  year  to  registered  food  premises  and  other  food 
premises  and  food  shops  in  the  district,  and  particular 
reference  was  paid  to  the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
hct,  1955,  Ice  Creomi  (Pleat.  Treatment,  etc.)  Tiegulations , 
1947  - 1952  and  the  Food  hygiene  Regulations,  1955  - 1956 o 


. The  following  gives  the  number  of  food  premises 
in  the  area  - 


Restaurants,  Cafes,  Hotels,  etc.. 

Public  Houses 

Butchers 

Dairies 

Bsher  ies 

Fish  Shops 

Factories 

Food  Shops 


16 

33 

7 

1 

3 

3 

2 

48 


In  addition  to  the  listed  specialised  food 
premises,  many  of  the  grocer^?'  shops  in  the  area  deal  in 
’’open''  foodstuffs  to  a limited  extent  o These,  together 
with  the  food  premises,  are  regularly  visited  and,  generally 
speaking,  the  requirements  of  the  various  ^-cts  and 
Regulations  are  v\/ell  observed  and  the  premises  reasona.bl3" 
well  m.alntainodo 


Foo ds tuffs  Condemned  during  1956 

Canned  Goods  - 107  tins. 

^,11  food  condemned  is  seized  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  removed  to  one  of  the  Council’s  refuse  tips 
'Aliere  it  is  buried. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  came  to  ligi.Lt  duning 

the  year. 
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SECTION 


T7> 

X- 


PREVALE2TCE  OF  ;.ND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


lo  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  Notified  diuring  1956  - 
3y  .ige  Groups  (Corrected) 


K - 


2 D i phth 0 r i a Irimun i s a t ion 


The  s cheiTie  for  the  irnjauiiisat  ion  of  the  child 
population  against  diphtheria  continued  throughout  the  yeejr 
under  the  administration  of  the  Kent  County  Council  and  I sjr 
indebted  to  trie  County  hedical  Officer  for  the  following 
inf  ormati  on  s - 


Number  of  children  resident  in  the  Kural  District 
of  Dover^  who  during  1956  receivedm- 

(a)  Primary  Inoculations  150 

(b)  Reinforcing  Inoculations  206 

Number  of  children  under  the  age  of  15  yeans  on 
the  3lst  December^  1955;  who  had  completed  a course  of 
immunisation  at  any  th.ie  , before  that  date?- 

Under  5 years  From  5 --  15  years  Tot al 

L as  t CO  nip  le  t e 
c 0 ur s e of 

injections  526  936  1;462 

( whe  ther  pr im ar y 
or  booster) 

1952  - 1956 

1951  or  earlier  - 4-74  - 474 

3=  -Vaccination 


By  courtesy  of  the  County  hedical  Officer  of  Iiealth 
the  following  information  has  been  furnished  in  regard  to  the 
vaccinations  against  smallpox  recorded  in  the  Rura 1 Dis trict 
of  Dover  during  1956 


Number  vaccinated 
Plumber  re-vaccinated 


age  at  31st  December^  1956s 
Under  1-4  5-14  15  and  Total 

1 year  years  years  over 


83 


48 

2 


4 

Q 


2 


137 

20 


4o  Tuberculosis  - /nnual  'Statement  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis 


Pul. 

iionary 

N on  - Pu  Ir.ion  ar  y 

Males 

P'emales 

P5ales 

Fe. males 

(a)  Number  of  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis on  Register  as  a.t 

1st  January;  1956  o 

56 

48 

17 

2C 

(b)  Number  of  Gases  notified 
'under  iLegulations  of  1952 
for  first  time  during  yearo 

1 

— 

(c)  Restored  to  Rogister 

- 

- 

- 

(d)  .iL.dded  to  Register  other- 
wise than  by  formal 
not  if icatl on  » 

3 

— 

(e)  Cases  removed  from  Register 
during  year  including 
recoveries  or  deaths 
(excluding  deaths  of 
un-notified  cases)* 

4 

6 

1 

(f)  Gases  on  Register  at  end 
of  1956 

52 

L.. 

46 

17 

1 

19 

During  the  year  there  were  no  deat.as  of  nn-notified  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  relatlj.g  to  residents  within  the 
dis  trie  t . 


LI 


p-Li  III  I." 


Xjaalysls  of  nev;  cases  notified  in  1956 


The  one  case  of  pulnonary  tuberculosis  notified 
during  the  year  was  in  respect  of  a female  aged  19  years. 


hN...XYSI3  OF  I'lORTi.LITY  IN  1956  OP  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS 
ESGISTSHs 


Number  of  deaths  - NIL 

_£2 iblic  Health  (Prevention  of  Tube rculosis)  Regulations  1925 

No  action  was  necessary  in  regard  to  any  tuberculous 
person  employed  in  the  milk  trade. 

xXblic  Health  Lct^  1956s  Section  172 

No  action  was  necessary  with  regard  to  the 
compulsory  removal  of  tuberculosis  patients  to  hospital 
during  the  year. 

Disinfection 


The  Rural  District  Council  does  not  possess  a 
disinfecting  plants  and^  where  necessary^  infected  bedding 
and  clothing  is  disinfected  b3'  arrangement  with  the  Hospital 
.iUthority  o 

During  the  year  three  batches  of  clothing  were 
dealt  with  in  this  manner. 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  ->  8. 
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